
Iowa Governor’s STEM 
Advisory Council 

Update Webinar, March 27, 2017



AGENDA

I. Opening Goal of webinar [Jeff Weld]

II. Welcomes: co-chairs Lt. Gov. Reynolds and Dr. Chris Nelson

III. Updates and Happenings in Iowa STEM

a. Welcome new Council members: Barbara Crittenden, Scott Montgomery, Mark Nook, 
Timothy Orr, Kelsey Tyrrell [Weld]

b. New BESTs and pre-apprenticeships [Weld]

c. Scale-Up --> 2017-18 awards by programs; and wrapping up 2016-17 [Sarah Derry]

d. Investments in Iowa STEM [Carrie Rankin]

e. STEM Equity project [Paul Gibbins]

f. Youth Advisory Board [Kwizera Imani] 

g. Messaging and Public Awareness [Angel Mendez and Courtney Shaw]

h. Public Awareness survey [Erin Heiden]

i. STEM's Big Question: Where are they now? [Liz Hollingworth] 

j. Legislative update- CS, STEM, etc. [Lt. Gov. Reynolds or Linda Fandel]

IV. Wrap-up: Upcoming dates (Externships, March 28, April 10, April 19, June 20-21, 
October 2) [Weld]

V. Co-chairs' closure



STEM Council Co-Chairs’ Opening Remarks

Lt. Governor Kim Reynolds Kemin Industries President 
and CEO Dr. Chris Nelson



Welcome new Council members!

Barbara Crittenden, President, Southwest Iowa            
Community College

Scott Montgomery, Senior Vice President, Public Affairs, ACT

Mark Nook, President, University of Northern Iowa

Timothy Orr, Adjutant General, Iowa National Guard                  
and Director, Iowa Department of Public Defense

Kelsey Tyrrell, Director of Global Education 
Programs, World Food Prize 



More info:
http://www.iowastem.gov/STEMBEST

STEM BEST 2016-17 Quality Pre-Apprenticeship Pilot
Assumption High School,
Davenport
Boone Community School 
District

Projects in plumbing and electrical with Kruck
Plumbing & Heating Co. and ABC of Iowa 
Apprenticeship & Training Trust. 

Fort Madison Community 
High School
IKM-Manning Community 
School District
Muscatine CSD and MCC Working with Chef Brad Scott (culinary), and HNI and 

Allsteel (manufacturing) leading to certificates.
North Cedar Elementary 
School in Cedar Falls
Spencer High School Construction Extended Career Experiences with 

Milford Electric and Midwestern Mechanical, leading to
OSHA certification and skills gains.

Story County Consortium
Waukee APEX Placements at Mid-American Energy, The Weitz

Company, Accumold, and others in manufacturing, 
construction and technology.

West Delaware County 
Community School District



Scale-Up 2017-18 and 
wind down of 2016-17 

Dr. Sarah Derry, South Central 
Regional STEM Manager

Sarah.Derry@Drake.edu



Investments in Iowa STEM

Carrie Rankin, Assistant Director 
for Development

Rankin@IowaSTEM.gov



STEM Equity project

Paul Gibbins, North Central Regional 
STEM Manager

pgibbins@iastate.edu



Youth Advisory Board 

Kwizera Imani, Youth Board facilitator 
Aerospace Engineering major, ISU, 

STEM Council member

imanijohn87@gmail.com



Rowen Abbas    Roosevelt High School

Mala Cho    Hoover High School

Brandt Damman   Damman Academy

Hunter Davenport    Marshalltown High School

Aiden Egertson  Graettinger-Terril Middle Scho

Jacob Falck   Iowa State University

Taylor Harrison   Central Lee High School

Jamie Milota   Kennedy High School

Taryn Perry    Roland-Story High School

sisi po    Hoover

Haley Simmons  St. Malachy

Kylee Stitz   Iowa State University

Hannah Stone   Marshalltown Community Coll

Brigid Toothman    Hoover High School

Colby Williams   Hoover High School



Messaging and Public Awareness 

Angel Mendez, Communications 
Specialist, Governor’s STEM Advisory 

Council and 
Courtney Shaw, Account Manager, 

Strategic America

Mendez@IowaSTEM.gov
shaw@strategicamerica.com



Public Awareness survey

Dr. Erin Heiden, Center for Social and 
Behavioral Research, University of 

Northern Iowa

erin.heiden@uni.edu



STEM's Big Question: Where are they 
now? 

Dr. Liz Hollingworth, Director, Center for 
Evaluation and Assessment, University 

of Iowa

Liz-hollingworth@uiowa.edu



Legislative update
Computer Science & STEM

Lt. Gov. Reynolds or 
Linda Fandel, Special assistant for 

education, Branstad-Reynolds 
Administration



Wrap-up: Upcoming dates 
• Externships
• March 28
• April 10
• April 19
• June 20-21, October 2) 



2017 Summer STEM Externships



STEM Council Co-Chairs’ Closing Remarks

Lt. Governor Kim Reynolds Kemin Industries President 
and CEO Dr. Chris Nelson




